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Various: July 2019 CBMR Book Reviews

Book Review

Peekity Boo
What You Can Do!
Author

Heidi Bee Roemer

Illustrator

Mike Wohnoutka

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
40

Dinner is done, and it is time for baby to get ready for bed. Mom
and Dad help baby through his bedtime routine, which includes
taking a bath, putting on his pajamas, reading books, and singing
songs. At every stage, baby interacts with his environment. In the
bath, he pops bubbles and swims with his rubber duck toy. When
getting dressed, he wiggles his toes and slips his own arm into a
sleeve. And finally, when he is laid down in his bed, he cuddles his
teddy bear and gives kisses and hugs to Mom and Dad. Now he is
ready for sleep.
Peekity Boo What You Can Do! is a great book to read young
children at bedtime. The tone is fun and lighthearted, yet also
soothing and comforting. The illustrations depict a loving,
attentive family and help to establish comforting feelings before
bedtime. The rhyming pattern in the text makes the book
engaging and fun to listen to. The relationship the baby has with
his environment may serve to encourage young children to more
confidently and independently interact with their environments in
similar ways.

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250122322

Publisher

Henry Holt and Company

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Peter & Ernesto:
The Lost Sloths
Author

Graham Annable

Illustrator

Graham Annable

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
112

Year
2019

Peter and Ernesto live in the same tree, until one day, the tree is
blown away in a hurricane. The friends then have to start a quest
to find a new home. Along the way, they run into many problems.
Wild boars run them off the path. Some of the trees have snakes
in them. When they sleep on the ground, they get covered in ants,
and the river is full of crocodiles. Fortunately, Peter and Ernesto
have fun together looking at the stars and having mud fights.
Finally, they meet a bird who tells them of the perfect tree they
can stay in, and together they face a few last challenges to reach
their new home!
This book is written in comic book form. The illustrations are
simple and cute. The motion flows smoothly from frame to frame.
The words and illustrations combined draw the reader into the
exciting tale. In the illustrations, the characters have wonderful
facial expressions. Just from the pictures you can tell each sloth
has a different personality. Peter is a very logical thinker who is
always prepared for the worst, just in case. On the other hand,
Ernesto likes to do things on the spur of the moment and is
almost always happy. Together they make a great team as they
lead the rest of their friends. There’s a good message of making
new friends and working together. There are also real fun facts
about sloths at the end.

ISBN

9781626725720

Publisher
First Second

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Pinkalicious and
the Flower Fairy
Author

Victoria Kann

Illustrator
Victoria Kann

Reviewer

Beverly Jones

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages

Pinkalicious and her brother, Peter, could not be any more
different. Pinkalicious loves all things—you guessed it—PINK, and
Peter loves all things dirt. When a pink flower fairy visits Peter’s
garden instead of Pinkalicious’s garden, the pink-loving little lady
must find a way to attract the fairy to her garden creation instead.
Pinkalicious tries to “pinkafy” her garden, but when that doesn’t
work, she tries a new approach. She pulls all the weeds from her
garden and reveals beautiful pink flowers that had been there all
along! Now the little pink fairy can enjoy her stay in Pinkalicious’s
pinkarific paradise.
This book is “pink perfection” just like Pinkalicious’s garden.
The colorful illustrations are so beautiful and imaginative. The
storyline is magical and unique. Young readers will love to read
about this brother and sister duo and their outdoor adventures.
The writing is straightforward for up-and-coming readers, but
contains the right amount of challenging vocabulary for further
growth. This book is a great adaptation of the popular PBS series
and will add joy and delight to children’s bookshelves.

32

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062675675

Publisher
Harper

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Pivot Point
Author

Kasie West

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
343

Year
2013

ISBN

9780062117373

Publisher
HarperTeen

Addie lives in a secret community where everyone has special
abilities. At her high school, she and her classmates are taught
how to maximize their abilities and use them wisely. Addie’s
ability is to see ahead past a single choice to what the outcome
will be for each option. She’s really never used her ability, until
her parents tell her that the two of them are getting a divorce.
Addie must choose to stay with her mom in the community, or go
with her dad, who plans to leave it all behind to live among the
“norms.” Addie must make the decision by looking further into
the future than she ever has before. She hopes that, once she
sees both of the options, her choice will be clear. However, she
learns that the choice is not obvious and either way, she has to
make sacrifices. She just has to figure out what sacrifices she can
live with.
Pivot Point has an original premise with a light and entertaining
tone. Author Kasie West skillfully provides background for Addie’s
community so that the reader quickly becomes familiar with its
differences and limitations, without much initial confusion. The
entire book is composed of the two stories of Addie’s future,
depending on what choice she makes. The chapters switch off so
that both paths keep the same pace and momentum. The book is
entertaining and would be a good fit for readers who prefer more
high-interest reads. The book doesn’t really tackle any tough
issues and Addie’s high school experience is very stereotypical.
Even the added twist of her special abilities does not feel
compelling enough to set the narrative apart from other formulaic
books about high school drama. Overall, it is an accessible, fun
book that manages to be geared toward a young adult audience
without the use of profanity or overly-sexualized romances.
*Contains mild drug abuse, mild sexual content, and mild
violence.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Pocket Bios: Buddha
Author

Patricia Crété

Illustrator

Bruno Wennagel,
Mathieu Ferret

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
28

Year
2019

Before the statues, the fame, and the worldwide religion, the
Buddha was just a boy named Siddhartha. A lot of the Buddha’s
story is a mixture of myth and history, but he was believed to have
been born a prince in Nepal more than two thousand years ago.
One day he was exploring and met religious men. He decided
leave his family and follow the man in search of truth. On a
journey of his own, he fasted for seven days and seven nights.
After this, he found peace in the universe, and he became the
Buddha. He then began to teach people, including his family, the
things he had learned. A new religion, Buddhism, was formed,
which continues to inspire people around the world today.
This easy-to-understand biography does a great job of
summarizing what is known about the Buddha. It covers the main
points in his life, but doesn’t go into Buddhist theology. This book
has more words than the typical picture book, with a few short
paragraphs on every other page, but the text is around a first- or
second-grade reading level. Younger readers may also enjoy this
book being read aloud to them. The cute illustrations accurately
depict what is going on in the story and the words are formatted
clearly with headings on each page of text. At the end of the book,
the reader will find a timeline of Buddha’s life, along with a map
of significant places, drawings, descriptions of significant people,
and quick “did you know” facts.

ISBN

9781250168887

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Pocket Bios:
Pocahontas
Author

Patricia Crété

Illustrator

Bruno Wnnagel,
Mathieu Ferret,
Nuno Alves Rodrigues,
Aurélian Fernandez,
Aurélie Verdon

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
28

Pocahontas of the Native American Powhatan tribe was born
around 1595 in what is now Virginia. When Pocahontas was
eleven years old, English men came and started a colony called
Jamestown. Pocahontas was able to help the foreigners and her
tribe communicate so they could borrow supplies and keep the
peace. Unfortunately, that peace didn’t last forever. In 1610,
there was a war between them and Pocahontas was kidnapped.
While captive, she learned English and met a man named John
Rolfe. Eventually she married him, which brought some peace in
the land. After a life of promoting peace between her tribe and
the English men, Pocahontas died in England.
This short book relates Pocahontas’s life in a way that young
children can easily understand. The book is formatted with a
heading and two to three short paragraphs on every other page,
with an illustration on the opposite page. Written to be an exciting
story, this informative narrative keeps the reader’s attention
better than most history books. The text is simple and the
illustrations are endearing. The Pocket Bios are a great way to get
children interested in history. The book even has a timeline and
a map at the end, which can be very helpful for visual learners.
It also has illustrations and descriptions of significant people in
Pocahontas’s story and a list of quick “did you know” facts.

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250168849

Publisher

Roaring Book Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Pocket Bios:
Vincent Van Gogh
Author

Patricia Crété

Illustrator

Bruno Wennagel,
Mathieu Ferret,
Vittoria Macioci,
Sophie D’Hénin,
Mélanie Ayusawa

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages

Vincent van Gogh was an artist from the Netherlands. He was
born in 1853 and had six brothers and sisters. Vincent loved
to draw and paint. His brother Theo tried to sell some of his
paintings, but he didn’t have any luck. Eventually, Vincent’s
mental health began failing. He ended up in a psychiatric hospital
for a while, and then he was sent to live under the care of a
physician. Through all this, Vincent continued to paint. It wouldn’t
be until many years after his death that Vincent van Gogh’s art
would become world famous.
In just a few pages, this charming book gives a great overview on
the life of Vincent van Gogh. Every other page has a heading with
a few short paragraphs, and the opposite page has an illustration.
The story would be easy for young children to understand;
however, the book does not leave out the fact that due to
Vincent’s mental health he cut off his own ear and most likely
ended his own life. Both events might be content better suited
for older readers. The illustrations are cute and support the text
well. At the end of the book, there is timeline of Vincent’s life
and a map of places in his story. There are also illustrations and
descriptions of significant people to him and a list of quick “did
you know” facts.

28

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250168863

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Princess Truly: My
Magical, Sparkling Curls
Author

Kelly Greenawalt

Illustrator

Amariah Rauscher

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Princess Truly has amazing curly hair. When she believes in
herself, her curls sparkle and glow with colorful light, and she
pretends it takes her to far off places. She plays with dinosaurs.
She travels the depths of the ocean. She explores ancient
pyramids. She maps the stars from space. She even starts a
band with some aliens. Then she makes it home in time for bed,
guided by the light of her magical curls.
This book is magically detailed and well written. Because Princess
Truly believes there’s nothing she can’t do, this book empowers
young readers to dream big, especially academically. In her
imagination, Princess Truly translates ancient hieroglyphics,
discovers new species of aquatic animals, and does other
amazing and intelligent things simply because she believes she
can. Bright and happy, the watercolor illustrations flow smoothly
with the text. Due to the cover and title, the book appears to have
been made to encourage girls with curls to love their hair. But
while Princess Truly’s curls are an important part of starting and
ending her adventures, the majority of the content focuses on the
power of imagination and self-confidence.

Year
2018

ISBN

9781338167191

Publisher

Orchard Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Read Something Else:
Collected & Dubious Wit &
Wisdom of Lemony Snicket
Author

Lemony Snicket

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Dependable

Life can be full of dreary truths and unfavorable happenstances.
If you’d like to read a book that glazes over these things as if they
don’t exist, read something else. This book combines beautiful
illustrations from various artists with the unique writings of
Lemony Snicket in an artful way. Every page has a different quote
that will leave you pondering the world in which we live. From
humorous remarks to deep insights, the quotes in this book are
unforgettable. Once you pick it up, you won’t want to put it down,
and once you put it down, you’ll want to pick it back up.

2019

Read Something Else has a collection of quotes from Lemony
Snicket. Some are from his books, others are from unpublished
papers and conversations. Every quote is creative, unique, and
at least somewhat insightful. The matchless text alone would
be enough to keep readers entertained, but it has also been
carefully designed alongside or into beautiful artwork. Almost
every illustration has been done by a different artist. Nonetheless,
there is a unified theme of simplistic wonder on every page. The
quotes often cover the more dreary parts of life, so it may not
be suited for young children. Overall, however, the book inspires
good morals and deep thinking in readers of all ages.

ISBN

*Contains mild violence.

Level

Primary, Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
176

Year

9780062854193

Publisher

Harper Collins

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Ready to Fall
Author

Marcella Pixley

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
359

Year
2017

ISBN

9780374303587

Publisher

Farrar Straus Giroux

Max is grieving. His mom beat cancer once before, but when it
came back, her good luck ran out. Max believes that when his
mother died, the tumor that killed her had to find another host
and, since Max was right beside her, the tumor has now taken
up residence in his head. Max doesn’t tell his father this, fearing
that it will upset him. Because of some trouble in his old school,
Max moves to a new, progressive school for a fresh start and a
chance at allowing his artistic side to be nurtured. At this school,
the world opens up to Max as he meets people who are each odd
in their own particular way. With so many new experiences, Max
must learn to trust the people around him and believe that if he
falls, his community will catch him.
Ready to Fall features very unique and lovable characters.
This book is about grief, but it is explored through the lens of
Max’s obsession with the animate tumor. Though his constant
awareness of the tumor could distract from the main narrative of
the development of Max’s new relationships and passions, its use
feels intentional. Just as the tumor is preventing Max from being
fully present as a protagonist, his grief is also getting in the way
of his progression as an adolescent. The book shows the power
of art and creativity in the process of healing. The story adds
complexity by featuring adults and authority figures who are very
clearly flawed and struggling in their own right. In the exploration
of friendship, identity, and attraction, Max’s life and the events
of the book can seem a bit chaotic and messy, but that lack of
organization likely serves to mirror Max’s ambivalence about an
uncertain future that he doesn’t feel equipped to face.
*Contains severe language, mild substance abuse, and mild
sexual content.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Sadie and the
Silver Shoes
Author

Jane Godwin

Illustrator
Anna Walker

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

All Sadie’s clothes are hand-me-downs from her brothers, but
not her silver shoes. They have only belonged to her, until one
day when she loses a shoe in the river. Despite only having one
shoe, Sadie decides to wear it anyway because she loves it so
much. Other girls make fun of her for wearing mismatched shoes,
but Sadie doesn’t care. One day, a new girl named Ellie comes
to class. When Sadie invites Ellie over, Sadie gets a surprise that
allows the girls to become friends.
This is a cute and entertaining story. The adorable collage
illustrations use the mediums of pencil and watercolor, which
varies their appearance and style. This variety makes for a cute
patchwork theme that matches the feel of the story. The story can
help children feel confident with their own clothing choices. It can
also teach about friendship, since the two girls decided to share
in the end.

Pages
30

Year
2018

ISBN

9781536204803

Publisher

Candlewick Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Sadie
Author

Courtney Summers

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
320

Year
2018

ISBN

9781250105714

Publisher

Wednesday Books

Sisters Sadie and Mattie live in a small, impoverished town. With
unknown fathers and an absent, drug-addicted mother, they only
have each other. Even though their relationship isn’t perfect, the
love between them is fierce, and Sadie feels that it is her job to
care for Mattie and make her life easier than hers has been. So
when Mattie is killed, Sadie’s whole life is upended. Though the
local authorities conduct a cursory investigation into Mattie’s
death, they don’t find any answers. Sadie, left without closure,
goes on a mission to learn the truth and exact revenge for Mattie.
Meanwhile, a radio station hears about the story, and the host
begins doing some investigation of his own for his new podcast.
Sadie certainly would rather be left to handle things on her own,
but she leaves clues in her wake to keep the radio host intrigued
as they find the answers to all these mysteries.
Sadie is a book that is riveting and well written. The story is a
thriller with themes of addiction, loneliness, and desperation.
Sadie is a complex character. Though she is a street-smart,
hardened teenager, she also has a stutter, which keeps her from
sounding as strong as she wants to and reflects some of her
deeply-held insecurities. The story is told from two points of view.
Some parts of the story are told through transcripts of a radio
show, while other parts of the story follow Sadie and provide an
intimate look into her plans and intentions. A huge theme of the
book is that children are sometimes forced to live in a very adult
world, which results in loss of innocence. Consequently, the book
is very intense and Sadie’s journey is not an altogether pleasant
one. Thus, this book is for more mature readers with capacity to
handle the violence and suffering.
*Contains severe language, moderate sexual content, moderate
drug abuse, and moderate violence.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Scarlett Hart:
Monster Hunter
Author

Marcus Sedgwick

Illustrator

Thomas Taylor

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating

Scarlett Hart is a little underage to become a monster hunter, but
that doesn’t stop her from going with her loyal butler, Napoleon
White, to catch her own monsters. Her plans are foiled time after
time, though, as Count Stankovic arrives at each scene just in
time to steal her kill. He doesn’t stop there, but even turns her
in for underage monster hunting, something that can cause her
to lose her home and everything her parents left her. Scarlett
Hart is determined to do what is right, even after discovering that
someone is creating the monsters that keep appearing. With the
help of her friends, Scarlett comes in to save the day with her own
tenacity and the inheritance her parents left her with.

2018

Most of the pictures have dark and muted colors (primarily
purple, red, and green) which allows certain colors and characters
to pop out of the page to create emphasis. There are around six
to seven different picture boxes per page. The drawings aren’t
in high detail, but feel slightly Tim Burton-esque (although this
could be attributed to the larger eyes of the protagonist and the
darker color scheme). The novel has a darker feel and does deal
with some terrifying looking monsters that leap out of the page,
but is still appropriate for ten- to fourteen-year-olds. The text is not
complicated at all, with some pages having merely five redundant
onomatopoeic words and other pages dealing with more text.

ISBN

*Contains mild violence.

Dependable

Level

Intermediate

Pages
192

Year

9781626720268

Publisher
First Second

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Science Comics:
Wild Weather
Author
MK Reed

Illustrator
Jonathan Hill

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
119

Year
2019

Stormin’ Norman Weatherby is just trying to give a weather report
when Chase McCloud interrupts. As it turns out, Chase doesn’t
know anything about global warming or climate or weather in
general, so it becomes Norman’s personal duty to teach him.
Norman takes Chase on a figurative journey through the world of
weather. With sassy remarks and good humor, Norman entertains
Chase and his partner, Connie, while teaching them about why
storms happen, how temperature changes, what clouds mean,
and much more.
Reed has created three very lovable and unique characters in this
book, and with the detailed illustrations, those characters come
to life. Both the text and illustrations are quite humorous. Chase
McCloud is practically clueless, and Stormin’ Norman Weatherby
is full of snarky remarks. Besides being entertaining, however,
the book is also very informative. There’s even a glossary, fun
facts, and myths debunked at the end. Complex sciences behind
the weather are written simply and also described visually in
the pictures. As a science book, the educational material is a bit
dense, so it might be hard for younger readers to follow. Despite
that, however, it has an appealing story line and is impressively
written and illustrated to maintain the reader’s interest while still
relaying important educational information.

ISBN

9781626727892

Publisher
First Second

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Sea Bear: A Journey
for Survival
Author

Lindsay Moore

Illustrator

Lindsay Moore

Reviewer

Ariel Woodbury

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

When summer comes, the polar bear must paddle through the
water after the ice melts, following the faint smell of a beach. The
bear swims for days and even through a storm to reach the land,
but even there polar bears are not land bears. Land is just for
waiting—waiting to hunt seals in the ice.
The author and illustrator, Lindsay Moore, is particularly well
suited to produce this book, having earned degrees in both
marine biology and illustration. Moore also notes that her
illustrations of the polar night sky were guided by the planetarium
director at her local university. Thus, you can be sure that the
information in this children’s story book is quite accurate. The
author does not only excel in scholarship but art as well. This is
a visual masterpiece created with graphite, watercolors, drawing
inks, crayon, and colored pencils. The pictures are dramatic,
dynamic, and striking. This book is an exquisite addition to any
bookshelf.

Pages
40

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062791283

Publisher

Greenwillow Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

Seeing Into Tomorrow
Author

Richard Wright

Illustrator
Nina Crews

Reviewer

Jamie Greenwood

Rating

Twelve haiku cover aspects of everyday life, including the weather,
the sky, the sights, and the sounds. Photographs feature children
participating in various everyday activities such as walking a dog,
playing, and talking.
The inner child of the author is reflected in this enjoyable book
that invites a feeling of appreciation for simplicity and peace. The
poems in this book evoke feelings of comfort and familiarity with
their concise and beautiful wording that describes everyday life.
The photographs also portray a sense of home, featuring children
from diverse racial backgrounds.

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
24

Year
2018

ISBN

9781512498622

Publisher

Milbrook Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Self-Driving Cars:
The New Way Forward
Author

Michael Fallon

Reviewer

Jennifer Haltli

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
104

Year
2019

ISBN

9781541524835

Publisher

Lerner Publishing
Group, Inc.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

Even though the auto industry optimistically predicted that selfdriving technology would exist by the 1970s, it now seems that
some of these features will be safe enough to be mass produced
by the early 2020s. Some estimate that completely autonomous
vehicles will be developed by 2030. To make this all a reality
there are lots of challenges to face. In addition to a completely
restructured road system and a shift in psychology for a very
independent American public, the technology for self-driving
automobiles must surpass the human brain in processing speed
and decision-making ability. Furthermore, these vehicles must
be affordable. Once these roadblocks are overcome, the world
may look forward to safer, speedier, and more energy-efficient
transportation.
Self-Driving Cars is accessible for the average adolescent reader
and contains substantial information of a technical nature. It
begins with a summary of the technological and manufacturing
history of automobiles from da Vinci’s blueprints of a steam
engine to the modern Tesla. This information puts self-driving
cars into the context of the many milestones transportation
visionaries have hit over the past five and a half centuries.
This organizational tactic makes the relevance, obstacles, and
achievements of AI auto technology appear in perspective. The
chronological pacing of the book is also very logical, and the
layout with headings, colors, graphics, and captions makes the
information very easy to comprehend. Furthermore, a timeline
of transportation innovations, source notes and bibliographies,
a glossary, and an index appear at the end of the book to give
the reader other ways to engage with the information. This is a
great read for anyone who has even a mild interest in cars and
transportation.

17
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Book Review

Slice of Cherry
Author

Dia Reeves

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
505

Year
2011

ISBN

9781416986218

Publisher
Simon Pulse

There is only one thing inseparable sisters Kit and Fancy love as
much as each other: murder. Worried that Kit’s violent urges will land
her on death row with their father, Fancy yearns for them to be able
to kill without being caught. In the mysterious town of Portero, Texas,
where monsters run rampant and people fall through doors to other
worlds, the spirit of town-founder Cherry grants wishes once a year.
Cherry grants Fancy’s wish, and the two sisters can now kill without
consequence. But to Fancy’s dismay, this makes Kit become more
compassionate. They drift further apart when Kit falls in love with
Gabriel Turner and spends less time with her sister. Gabriel’s brother
Illan is a lot more sensible, except that he’s head-over-heels for
Fancy. Fancy begins to ask questions and search out answers and
in the end, the four of them have to accept who they really are and
work together to kill who hurt them the most.
This book is well-written and easy to follow. It creates great imagery,
and the characters are well developed and distinct. The author
doesn’t over-explain, leaving room for the reader to interpret deeper
meanings. It can be a bit cheesy, but it doesn’t take away from
the book’s appeal. Neither does the fact that the relationships in
the book are somewhat predictable. Although morbid and twisted,
the book somehow maintains a light feel, and good messages can
be uncovered in the book, including acceptance of one’s self and
acceptance of others. It appears that the author’s intended audience
is mature teens who have experienced some trauma and can relate
to the feelings of the characters in the book. The moral of the book
is not very evident, but the reader does come away with a lot to think
about. There is enough left unexplained to encourage the reader to
continue thinking about the story and its characters, but not enough
for the reader to feel the book was incomplete. All in all the book is a
simple yet thought-provoking read.
*Contains severe language, severe violence, and severe sexual
content.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Small Town Hearts
Author
Lillie Vale

Reviewer

Taylor Nelson

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
324

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250192356

Publisher

Swoon Reads

Barbara “Babe” Vogel is excited to have a perfect summer with
her two best friends after graduating high school. Life in the small
beach town of Oar’s Rest, Maine, is sleepy and predictable, and
Babe loves the quiet structure of her life. But everything changes
when a reckless kiss causes her friends to split up, and things
seem to get infinitely worse when Babe’s ex-girlfriend returns to
town, intent on picking up where they left off. Babe’s only solace
comes in the form of a tourist boy named Levi Keller, whose artist
hands and serious eyes draw her in. Babe has always told herself
never to fall for a summer boy. But perhaps by breaking her own
rule, she’ll find that love can be found in unexpected places, and
that growing up means learning to embrace change and daring to
take risks.
This book’s biggest strength is without a doubt its setting. Vale’s
rich description of life in tiny Oar’s Rest masterfully paints a vivid
atmosphere that makes the reader feel at home. Oar’s Rest
practically leaps off the pages and comes to life right in front of
your eyes. Contemporary novels need strong world-building just as
much as any fantasy novel, and Vale proves this with her fantastic
depiction of a picturesque and charming small town. It is also
refreshing to see a main character who is content with small town
life, rather than the trope of a protagonist who can’t wait to get
out of their hometown. The exploration of changing relationships
is very relatable, since post-graduation can be quite a confusing
time, and Vale does a wonderful job of fleshing out the friendship
dynamics. Though the writing can get a bit too carried away at
some points, overall Small Town Hearts is a beautiful book full
of friendships, growing up, delicious baked goods, and a swoonworthy romance.
*Contains moderate language, mild substance abuse, and mild
sexual content.
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Book Review

Snared: Escape
to the Above
Author

Adam Jay Epstein

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
311

Year
2018

ISBN

Wily is the trapmaster for Carrion tomb, where he works under the
strict Stalag. His job is to take care of all the traps and monsters
to prevent adventures from reaching the treasure hoard. But Wily
is unlike the other hobgoblins in that he has an overwhelming
desire to go see the Above—plus he may or may not be human.
When adventurers make a deal with Stalag that involves taking
Wily to the Above, his dream finally comes true. The world is ruled
by the ruthless Infernal King, one that they must either fight or
flee. In the end, good triumphs over evil, although many plans go
awry before the kingdom can find peace.
Snared sucks readers into the story. Having Wily be a trapmaster
and watching adventures fall into his traps is a refreshing way
to begin reading. Wily stays in character throughout the plot,
describing things in ways that only he would know. Examples of
this are describing the picture of the sun like a golden octopus, or
horses as hounds with hoofs. The writing is true to the characters
and even their metaphors fit within the story and the background
of the characters. As such, you don’t see the trite repetition of
metaphors. The ending feels a bit rushed in comparison with the
rest of the book, but still provides a satisfactory ending

9781250146922

Publisher
Imprint

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Spare and Found Parts
Author

Sarah Maria Griffin

Reviewer
Giselle Davis

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
416

Year
2016

ISBN

9780062408884

Publisher

Greenwillow Books

Nell Crane has never quite fit in. Her parents were geniuses,
creating bio-mechanical body parts that save people’s lives, and
she needs to live up to their reputation. With time growing short
before she must offer a contribution to society, the weight of
expectation is heavy on her shoulders. Add to that the growing
distance of her one friend Ruby and the persistent attention of
Oliver Kelly, the most annoying boy in the world, and Nell is finding
it difficult to act like everything is okay. However, inspiration
strikes when she discovers Oliver is salvaging old models of her
father’s bio-mechanical limbs. Combining them with old computer
technology, Nell creates an automaton for her contribution, a way
to show that old technology can still be useful today. But before
she can prepare her presentation, Nell discovers that her father is
planning to pass her work off as his own. With aid from her friends,
Nell successfully stops her father and gets the chance to show her
creation to the world.
This is an excellently written novel that many will enjoy reading.
Griffin takes the well-known idea of Frankenstein and creates
something totally new. Nell is such an interesting character, a smart
introverted girl trying to live up to the expectations placed on her.
Everyone expects her to create something amazing, but she just
can’t think of anything she would feel proud to put her name on.
She is also deeply flawed, finding it hard to interact with others
and often choosing to drive people away rather than open up to
them. She struggles with her own value, the uneasy relationship
with father, and the hurt surrounding her mother’s death. Her
friendship with Ruby and her dislike of Oliver are difficult for her to
work through and she develops the false idea that she must create
this automaton to finally have someone who understands her. With
great character development and a few plot elements that explain a
lot of the problems her family faces, this is one book that definitely
deserves more readers.
*Contains mild language and moderate violence.
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Book Review

Steve Goes to Carnival
Author

Joshua Button

Illustrator
Robyn Wells

Reviewer

Samantha Bullock

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
52

Year

Steve is just an ordinary gorilla at the zoo. He’s confident in his
routine and knows what to expect. However, this ordinary gorilla
gets a taste of the extraordinary when he misses his zookeeper,
Antonio, and escapes to the spectacular upheaval of Rio during
Carnival in search of him. Steve wanders the streets getting an up
close and personal look at the sights, sounds, and colors of Rio
and its famous celebration. Even amidst the glitz, glamour, and
beauty of the city, Steve nevertheless finds his way back home to
the zoo—in the city he loves.
Steve Goes to Carnival shines in terms of its unique illustration
style, consisting of hand-drawn details set over looser, watercolor
backgrounds. The vivid color throughout certainly screams trueto-life Rio, but the story line falls a little flat in its unelaborate
“walk through the city” predictability. The illustration style isn’t
terribly detailed, so while the intent of the author and illustrator
may have been to give readers a taste of the sights of Rio, the
attempt falls short of conveying much lifelike similarity to actual
landmarks, besides showcasing the wealth of colors. This book
could be used with younger preschool and even toddler readers
as a way to practice talking about and identifying colors.

2019

ISBN

9781536200348

Publisher

Candlewick Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Stick Dog #7: Stick
Dog Craves Candy
Author

Tom Watson

Illustrator

Charles Grosvenor

Reviewer

Beverly Jones

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Stick Dog and his friends are always silly and are always
searching for food. When the adventurous pups spot some
unusual people in costumes, they set out to find out just what
is going on and to find the answer to to their constant question:
where can we find more food? A couple of little witches become
the dogs’ leaders, and the dogs sneakily follow them around the
neighborhood. The witches lead them right to special treats. The
Stick Dog crew never knew this sweet holiday could be so fun and
so delicious!
The Stick Dog series always guarantees a laugh and a smile. The
delightful doggies are always up for a tasty adventure. Young
elementary-aged children will not be able to get enough of Stick
Dog and his pup friends. This particular book is different and
special because it is based on the Halloween holiday. However,
this can be enjoyed all year long along with any other of the Stick
Dog books. This series makes reading fun!

Pages
208

Year
2017

ISBN

9780062410948

Publisher
Harper
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Book Review

Superhero Mom
Author

Timothy Knapman

Illustrator
Joe Berger

Reviewer

Ariel Woodbury

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool

Pages

All moms are amazing, but one little girl’s mother is a superhero!
She can do so many things all at the same time. She fixes home
appliances, cooks pancakes, and brushes her little girl’s hair. She
also has super-strength. She can carry the girl, her backpack,
scooter, and coat while running so fast she nearly flies to the bus
stop. Superhero Mom always runs to the rescue when there’s a
hurt knee or a missing teddy bear.
Superhero Mom is a charming book. The illustrations are
reminiscent of classic comic book superhero strips with a
feminine twist, including rainbows and stars everywhere.
The pictures are bright, colorful and action-packed. The story
embraces a realistic view of the hectic nature of motherhood
from the view of a daughter who loves and appreciates all of it—
except when she has to have tangles brushed from her hair. The
book concludes with the declaration that all mothers and all girls
are superheros. This is a vibrant tribute to women everywhere
and a wonderful book.

26

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536205671

Publisher
Nosy Crow

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

Tales from
the Inner City
Author

Shaun Tan

Illustrator
Shaun Tan

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
219

Year
2018

ISBN

9781338298406

Publisher

Arthur A Levine Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

The line between the natural world and the human world is thin.
Author Shaun Tan explores the interactions between humans
and animals through a series of short stories accompanied
by ethereal artwork. In each of the stories, a different animal
is featured in a new role, imagined as an active participant in
city life, albeit in mysterious and abstract ways. In the world
of Tales from the Inner City, humanity maintains physical
proximity to animals, which engenders a primal understanding
across species. In some of the stories, animals are still hunted
beings, exploited for their resources. In others, animals are
companions to humans, even if they don’t fit the traditional idea
of a household pet. In others, animals take on a symbolic role
and seem to represent abstract ideas like mortality or time. But
perhaps the most compelling stories are those that show that
arbitrary roles in modern society could be filled by some of the
same creatures that humanity sees as less evolved.
Tales from the Inner City combines engaging prose with gorgeous
artwork. Somehow, the artwork communicates the undercurrent
of magical realism perfectly, and the connection between the art
and writing is seamless. The pace of the book feels just right as
the length of each story varies, with some made up of only a few
paragraphs and others taking up multiple pages. Tales from the
Inner City definitely has an artistic and somewhat experimental
style, so for readers who prefer a straightforward narrative
structure with key plot points, this collection of stories could be
very frustrating. But for readers who are interested in having their
imagination stretched by being exposed to an entirely new way
of looking at animals, this book is engaging and fun. Though the
stories are, for the most part, lighthearted and vaguely comedic,
they are not quite silly enough to be ideal for intermediate
readers. Though there is no mature content, young adult readers
would likely have a greater appreciation and more success at
picking up on the subtleties and various ironies.
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Book Review

Teddy the Dog
(Almost) Best in Show
Author

Keri Claiborne Boyle

Illustrator

Jonathan Sneider

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
30

Year

Teddy the Dog is confident in his canine class. That’s why he
decides to compete in the “strut your mutt” competition. Teddy
is sure he’ll rise in the competition as a shining star. Once there,
Teddy meets some new best furry friends. He quickly realizes,
however, that this is not the show he thought it would be. Nobody
seems to like his mud frolicking or face licking, and they expect
him to do silly things like walk in circles for no reason and jump
over sticks. Maybe Teddy isn’t cut out for this, but he decides that
doesn’t mean he’s not best in show.
Written from the point of view of Teddy the Dog, this book is
as humorous as it is meaningful. Teddy describes himself with
exuberant self-assurance, and he is confidently poised in every
illustration. He makes funny quips about how life will be when he
is famous, keeping the reader entertained. The writing transitions
easily from event to event, and the illustrations flow just as well.
While Teddy is very confident, he isn’t arrogant. He doesn’t view
himself as better than others and recognizes that he isn’t perfect
at everything. In this delightful story, Teddy doesn’t succeed at
everything he wants to, but nothing brings his mood down. He is a
great example of being optimistic and knowing one’s own worth.

2017

ISBN

9780062382849

Publisher

HarperCollins Children’s
Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

The Adventures of
Samuel Oliver:
The Iron Island
Author

Taylor Zajonc

Illustrator

Geraldine Rodriguez

Reviewer

Jaimee Pease

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
48

Year
2019

ISBN

9781532133732

During World War I, Samuel and his family are sea explorers who
recover old ships to help the war effort. After discovering the
mysterious Iron Maiden run aground on sharp rocks, the family
sets out in their old tugboat to recover her. During the night
aboard the damaged vessel, Samuel awakens and happens
upon an old map. His curiosity leads him on an adventure that
uncovers the dangerous truth about the Iron Maiden’s demise as
the same forces return, threatening the safety of his family.
This early chapter book offers a taste of historical fiction for ages
six to eight. Taylor Zajonc shows a different aspect of World War
I that takes readers off the battlefield and into less recognized
efforts for the war against the Germans. The plot is driven
more by action rather than dialogue as fitting for an audience
emerging from the simple story arcs of early reading books. A
special feature of this book is a fun use of font size and style to
highlight challenging vocabulary, which helps young readers to
better understand the context of words without halting the pace
of the story. Geraldine Rodriguez’s illustrations lend an animated
quality consistent with the action-packed narrative and allow the
playfulness of the text to take center stage. The Iron Island is a
unique look back at The Great War with just enough complexity of
plot and character to accommodate growing attention spans.
*Contains mild violence.

Publisher

Magic Wagon
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Book Review

The Baby Beast
Author

Chris Judge

Illustrator
Chris Judge

Reviewer

Samantha Bullock

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
29

Year
2019

ISBN

9781541555129

Beast is only expecting a newspaper when he checks his
doorstep one bright day. Instead, he gets an egg-cellent surprise
that turns his routine upside down. Unsure how to care for his
new egg, Beast does the best he can—to no response from the
egg. Eventually, after a particularly near-catastrophic miss, Beast
takes the egg to the doctor and finds out exactly what to do to
care for the egg. After a few days, Beast gets another surprise as
he suddenly has not an egg but a baby beast! After a few initial
bumps in the road, the two bond and get on quite well. One day,
they open the door expecting to find the morning newspaper and
get another surprise edition to their family . . . or two!
The Baby Beast is sure to engage preschool-age readers with
the many mishaps along bumbling, lovable Beast’s journey to
parenthood, which bumps frequently leading to the egg getting
lost, dropped, and otherwise comically forgotten as Beast treats it
as a baby until it hatches. The illustrations are simple, cartoonish,
and somehow manage to give Beast quite an expressive
personality though he lacks any facial features besides eyes.
The story isn’t particularly exciting for adults and older readers,
as it follows the classic trajectory of how to hatch an egg, but
preschoolers just starting to learn about the development of
egg-grown animals will recognize and delight in the goofiness of
Beast’s initial methods. This book would be a dependable storytime supplement to preschool curriculum focusing on the growth
and development of animals in eggs.

Publisher

Andersen Press USA

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss7/1
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Book Review

The Crayon Man: The True
Story of the Invention of
Crayola Crayons
Author

Natascha Biewbow

Illustrator

Steven Salerno

Reviewer
Aubrey Parry

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
37

Year
2019

Edwin loves color but works all day in a factory where all he
sees is black. While the factory produces many useful and
needful things, Edwin listens to those around him and knows
that the factory people, children especially, want a better way to
capture the beauty of the colors all around them. He gets to work
inventing, and eventually he succeeds, creating the booming
Crayola company that still exists today.
The Crayon Man is a wonderful piece of nonfiction, perfectly
suited for a young audience. The author and artist work together
to create a historically accurate story. Biewbow states facts in a
way that flows together throughout the story, making this book
feel more like a narrative than a textbook. Steven Salerno uses
charcoal crayon, gouache, and digital color illustration styles
to capture the meaning of the story, allowing readers to stay
engaged throughout. Just as the characters in the story seemed
to gain more access to color as Edwin invents his crayons,
the pictures within the book grow more colorful as the story
goes along. This book is a marvelous read for young children
accustomed to picture books and is a fantastic introduction
to biographies. Biewbow includes a bibliography showing her
research and providing more sources for readers should they be
interested in learning more.

ISBN

9781328866844

Publisher

Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt
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Book Review

The Crossover
Author

Kwame Alexander

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
240

Year
2014

ISBN

9780544107717

Publisher

HMH Books for
Young Reader

Josh is at the very top of his game. He and his twin brother,
Jordan, are the two stars of their basketball team, and they’re
getting better every day. Josh has nothing holding him back,
except for his mom insisting that he pay as much attention in
school as he does on the court. But when a new girl moves to
their school, Jordan starts paying more attention to her than
to his own twin brother. Suddenly, Josh feels very alone. Also,
he hears his parents arguing about his dad’s health, but he’s
practically invincible, or so it seems to Josh. Where Josh used to
only have to think about basketball, he now worries about losing
his relationship with his brother and the possibility that his dad
may not be as strong as he pretends to be. Josh wanders how he
can stay at the top of his game when he suddenly has so much to
balance.
The Crossover is an excellent book for a variety of readers, but
it is especially accessible for readers who may struggle to find
books that can keep their attention or are about topics that they
can relate to. The Crossover would be be excellent for fans of
Mike Lupica, but it is compelling enough to also be well-suited to
readers who don’t know anything about sports. Though the entire
story is told in verse, the poetry is clear and engaging and does
not require analysis. In fact, the style actually makes the narrative
more readable and fast-paced, rather than making the story
excessively lyrical. Jordan and Josh are at a confusing age, and
this book explores some of the important transitions that happen
as kids grow into adolescence, including peer competition and
the ever-changing nature of family relationships. As Jordan
experiences his first romantic relationship, the reader follows
along Josh’s internal journey through his jealousy and loneliness.
Though Josh blunders, he learns from his mistakes and ultimately
becomes a better brother, son, and teammate in the process.
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